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With the help of developerS, moving companies, grants and donationS, the..
YWCA has added a second story to its home. COURIER TIMES

BENSALEM

\WCA now 
place to 
The YWCA. founded in Bucks 1954, is celebrating

. its. 50th 

- By USHMA PATELCOURIER TIMES 
For the first 

j County 

I- ed ~d donated 
years, moving from Bristol to 

- Langhorne 
back tQ Langhorne s t e
Betz Laboratories donated 
rented space in a home in
Bensalem. Last year; General 12CElectric Water Technologies, 
formerly GE- Betz, gave tbe 
house to the YWCA after nine rent-free years.

. "

The Y sees themselves as 
- . and in this case, the community has come back to

build us a home," said Lorna Michelson, the execu-

years
serving
Bucks
County

. YWCA

See YWCA, 12C
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YWCA gel$
tive=~~:r~~~mov. for center
ingcompanies, grants and donations
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the YWCA'has added a second story 
to-the former ranch- 

brown stone, jeJ!0\! ~iding . 

and greep s!1utters a distinctly 
newfeel1lJS1de and out. 

Although the expanded 

gives the 
- space, Michelson said. the YWCA 
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ResQ~ Center. jD. Bensalem,to 'BIiJ...~ COURIER TIMES
. name sOme of ~e. :most. proininent 
partners. 
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Through those centers and -.itS . . 
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Trevose office, th~ YWCA .provides (The. complex) has 1,100
yomh and -units so-it's like- Utile CRJ People

. .

se1f-sufficrency- programs in Africa;
areaso of education, Wen 
~n~ring, 

- .

~abuse-~ou;eJ;nP)01,,. has~~~co. 
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i"\~tAt6~t'-tba~ irurlnJyt8ugM
. Accordingto - . EngtiSb, bUt - the:eoorctinators soon
dent of the YWCf;B board of m.rec- 'identified served the
tors, these programs work towards a 
bigger goal. '!bey also expWn why - ; ; :NowtheJmnwcenteJ;!!_offerfree
the YWCA. founded in Bucks in 1954, p~t after-
is celebrating its 50th 

this YellE -

. - ' . ' - '

enting cotnPuter c;1asses;citizenShip

- "It's gi\;ngtoo1s of cl3sses andjob tram.
to the and the adults," sh~ ' jng. Three of them - as
said. "'l1iey See a emergency food banks. 
need...,(They've lasted) for staying CountryCo~ns, 
curtent for what is needed and pro. 

. .

vidingtbat." . 
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A DIVERSE COMMUNITY 
- The thefan1ilY~J?:~~a-
center initiative in 1992--as a way to - 
reach the immigrant communitie$ o~ friendSor 
that bad limited transportation. 'The women-and kids 

The 
Aparbnents, Country Commons and a co~uni~" 
Bucks Meadow in Bensalem- and re helping people become a -
Glen Hollow and Lakeview Manor 
apartments in 
donated space for the five family can- 
tars that the YWCA operates. aparbnent complexes, residents take.
- San~ Blitzs~in, who 

the three Bensalem centers, said that 

- each is tailored to the community it serves. ' ence. . o

The largest and most diverse is 



a home of its own

answered jf you caned an 
. here you re 9ffered coffee, the abnos-
phere is comfortable and it's in their
community." . 
FOStERING FRIENDSHIPS -
On a afternoon last

. week, 
for their weekly parenting support
group at the YWCR.sfamily Center at
Creekside Apartments in- Bensa1em.

Som(rtjmes the- group, led 
Blitzstein. and made up entirely of~ts.' hears from a spOOker 

about healtlf-'care, bankmg, sU"ess
.m.a.nagement,legal aid or some other
pertinent issue. LaSt week, the atten-
dees were- ~'decompressing" and
making Valentines for- kids-and hus-
bands. and catching up with each
other. ;Blitzstein -said some of the
~men. don t have young children
or any children but come to social-
ize. 

. Basal" on the five Countries rep-
resented.,..., - Iraq, 
India, :and. . El . the
women talk about how to say "I love .
you" in dilIerent languages.

Warda Muthan, a Palestinian-
Muslim who emigrated 15 years 
offered her handmade valentine to
Rowayda Jaat: the cOordinator of the .
centE When Jaaf waved ber off and

. told Muthan to 
band. she -refused.

. "

My husband is not here. Take it,"
MuthaIi said " 'I love you.

Muthan and Jaaf have an 
cially close relationship, partially

because Jaaf is a Kurdish Iraqi

Dnmigrant and can speak Arabic
with Muthan. Jaaf helped Muthan
pass her driver'slicense test by trans-
Iating the manual into Arabic.

Jaaf worked as a mechanical
engineer in Baghdad until 
has been woridng at the Creekside

Family Center since 
es computer classes four days a
week, emphasizeS the need for
women to be iildejJendent and tries
to help fill the gaps where 
serviCes are Jiot in line. -

"I' m an immlgrant, 
ing about all thetbings I 
when I came here Without my family
and friends," Jaaf Said

Manyo~ the . women gathered.
have been coming to the family cen- .
ter for years. YU"bala Rindana, . 68,
was a: teacher for -38 years in India
and began coming to the family cen-
ter when it opened She teaches citi-
zenship classes to the new arrivals
and . works in the. after-school pro-
gram. .

SOmetimes it's hard to 
to learn (because of the dilIerent lan.
guages being Spoken)," she said, "but
a young person haS a chance to make
a good futUre." 
. As a measure of such possibili~

there s a charton thewaJl On it are the
names of the people who have earned
their citizenship just since 1998. 

there are 71 names on the waJl
Ushma Paiel can be reached at 215-949-
4191 or upatel~phiIIyBurbs.com.


